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ABSTRACT

The Bureau of the Censuys collected information on
age, residence, employment status, occupation, and income in March
1980 as a supplement to its monthly Current Population Survey. Data
indicated that in March 1980 there were about 13.2 million persons of
Spanish origin in the United States. Of these, there were about 60%
. of Mexican origin, 14% of Puerto Rican origin, 6% of Cuban oricin, 8%
of Central or South American origin, and about 12% of other Spanish
origin. About 84% of all Spanish-origin families resided in
metropolitan areas. The median age of Hispanic persons was 22 years.
About 13% of the Spanish-origin population was under 5 years of age
and about 4% were 65 years old and over. About 5 million
Spanish-origin persons were in the civilian labor force. The
unemployment rate for Spanish-origin persons was higher (8.9%) than
that for non-Spanish persons (6.5%). Only about 9% of Spanish-origin
persons were working in professional occupations, 24% worked as
operatives, and abut 3% were employed as farm laborers. The median
income in 1979 was $14,600 for Hispanic families and $20,000 for
non-Spanish origin persons. Differences in family income were also
evident in 1979 by type of Spanish origin. (NQA)
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NOTE

The estimates of the Spanish-origin population in this report will not agree with the counts from the 1980 census of popula-
tion. The provisional 1980 count of the Spanish-origin population is 14.6 million. The Current Pcpulation Survey {CPS) estimate
for March 1980 of 13.2 mitlion is based on population controls from the 1970 census which have been updatsd for changes in
the poputation since that time. In addition, the CPS and the 1980 census used different procedures for collecting information
and processing the data for the Spanish-origin population. Furthermore, the CPS estimate represents the civilian noninstitutional
population whereas the census count is for the total resident population.

The March 1980 CPS estimates will be retabulated based on 1980 census population controls. These revised CPS estimates

will be presented in a subsequent Current Population Report.

This report presents advance data on the demographic,
social, and economic characteristics of persons of Spanish
origin' in the United States. This information was collected
by the Bureau of the Cersus in March 1980 as a supplement
to its monthly Current Population Survey (CPS).
Characteristics presented include age, residence, employment
status, occupation, and income.

in March 1980, the number of persons of Spanish origin in
the United States totaled about 13.2 million.> About 60
percent of these persons were of Mexican origin, 14 percent
were of Puerto Rican origin, 6 percent were of Cuban origin,
8 percent were of Central or South American origin, and
about 12 percent were of other Spanish origin. (See note and
table 1.) -

Most families of Spanish origin lived in metropolitan areas.
In March 1980, about 84 percent of all Spanish-origin
families resided in metropolitan areas, combared with 66
percent of families not of Spanish origin. Furthermore,
differences in residential preference existed among the
Spanish-origin groups; about 79 percent of Mexican-origin
families were living in metropolitan areas, compared v.ith 95
percent of Puerto Rican-origin families (table 2).

'In this report, the terms ''Spanish origin,'* ‘‘Spanish,’” and
“Hispanic™ are used interchangeably.

1The data on Spanish-origin persons from the March 1980 CPS are
not completely comparable with the estimates published from the
March 1979 CPS. A processing problem discovered Since publication
of the 1979 data indicates that about 300,000 Spanish-origin persons
were not included in the March 1979 CPS estimates of the
Spanish-origin population.

Largely as a result of higher fertility, the population of
Spanish origin in the United States was a younger population
than the non-Spanish population; the median age of Hispanic
persons (22 years) was substantially lower than that for
persons not of Spanish origin (31 years). Thirteen percent of
the Spanish-origin population was under 5 years of age,
compared with 7 percent for the non-Spanish population,
and about 4 percent of all Hispanic persons were 65 years old
and -over as compared with 11 percent of non-Hispanic
persons (table 3).

The number of Spanish-origin persons in the civilian iabor
force reached about 5 million in March 1980. The
unemployment rate for these persons was higher (8.9
percent) than that for non-Spanish persons (6.5 percent).
The unemployment rate also differed by type of Hispanic

origin; for example, 5.0 pzrcent of Cuban-origin persons in

the civilian labor force were unemployed in March 1980,
compared to 11.7 percent for Puerto Rican-origin persons.

The proportion of employed Hispanic persons in higher
paying jobs was lower than that for non-Hispanic persons.
Only about 9 percent of Spanish persons were working in
professional occupations, compared with 17 percent of
non-Spanish persons; conversely, the proportion of employed
Hispanic persons working as operatives (24 percent) was
substantially higher than that for non-Spanish persons (14
percent). The survey showed that about 3 percent of Spanish
workers were employed as farm laborers.

The median income in 1979 was lower for Hispanic
families than that for families not of Spanish origin ($14,600
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FIGURE 1.

Percent Distribution of Persons of Spanish Origin, by Type of Spanish
Origin: March 1980
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and $20,000, respectively). The lower median incorne for
Spanish-origin  families is reflected in the income
distribution: 12 percent had incomes under $5,000, and
about 39 percent had incomes between $5,000 and $15,000.
in the upper end of the income distribution, about 21
percent of Spanish families had incomes of $25,000 or more,
compared with 35 percent of nog-Spanish families (table 5).
Differences in family income were also evident in 1979 by
type of Spar..aorigin. For instance, the median income of
$17.500 for Cuban families was substantially higher than the
median income of Puerto Rican families {$9,900). A factor
contributing to the low Puerto Rican family income status
may be the low median number of years of educational
attainment of persons maintaining Puerto Rican families.
Information in this report on persons of Spanish origin was
obtained from responses to thie question shown in figure 2.
Persoris of Spanish origin were persons who reported
themselves as Mexican-American, Chicano, Mexican, Puerto
Rican, Cuban, Central or South American, or other Spanish
origin. Persons who reported themselves specifically as
Mexican-American, Chicano, or Mexican were consclidated
into the Mexican category.
Tables in this report show data for some or all of these
subcategories of Spanish origin. A more inclusive report on
‘the characteristics of these persons is forthcoming.

FIGURE 2.

Form CPS-668B--Origin or Descent Flashcard

01 German
02 Italian
03 tnsh

04 French
05 Polish
06 Russian
07 English
08 Scottish

09 welsh

®

What is the origin or descent of each person in this household?

10 Mexican-American
11 Chicar

12 Mexican

14 Puertae Rican

15 Cuban

16 Central or South American
iSpanish Countriesi

17 Other Spamish

20 Afro-American
iBlack, Negroi

OR
30 Anothes group nut listed

J




FIGURE 3.
Total and Spanish-Origin Population, by Broad Age |} 65 years old and over
Groups and Type of Spanish Origin: March 1980 18 - 64 years old
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! includes persons who did not know or did not report on origin.

Since the CPS estimates are based on a sample, they may
differ somewhat from the figures that would have been
obtained if a complete census had been taken using the same
schedules, instructions, and enumerators. There are two
types of errors possible in an estimate based on a sample
survey: sampling and nonsampling. The standard errors
primarily indicate the magnitude cf the sampling error. They
also partially measure the effect of some nonsampling errors

Q in response and enumeration, but do not measure any
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systematic biases in the data. The full extent of nonsampling
error is unknown.
Standard errors are primarily measures of sampling
variability, that is, of the variation that occurred by chance
because a sample rather than the entire population was
surveyed. The sample estimate and its estimated standard
error enable one to construct confidence intervals, or ranges
that would include the average result of all possible samples
with a known probability. For example, if all possible |
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samples were selected, each surveyed under essentially the
same general conditions and using the same sample design,
then the 68-percent confidence interval for the total number
of persons of Spanish origin would be from 12.9 to 13.6
million. Therefore, a conclusion that the average estimate
derived from all possible samples lies within this range
would be correct for roughly 68 percent of all possible
samples. Similarly, one could conclude that the average
estimate derived from all possible samples lies within the

interval from 12.6 to 13.9 million (using twice the standard
error) with 95-percent confidence, -

Rounding. The numbers in this report are in thousands and
were rounded to the nearest thousand without being adjusted
to group totals; hence, the sum of the parts may not equal
the total shown. Also, because of rounding, the figures may
differ slightly from table to table, and individual percentages
may not always add to 100 percent.

FIGURE 4.

Families: March 1980

Thousands of dollars

Median Income in 1979 of All Families and Spamsh -Origin

Total . Total Mexican
families Spanish
origin

Puerto
Rican

! includes families with householder of Central or South American and other Spamish ongin
* Includes familigs with householder who did not know or did not report on origin,

$20.0
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Table 1. Population of Spanish Origin, by Sex and Type of Spanish Origin: March 1980

(Numbers in thousands)

. Buth sexes Mule Femu Lo

Type uf Spanish origin
Number Percent Number Percent Number Porvent
total, . ..oooennn e R e 13,204 10,0 b, 597 Loy, by o ¥ JLETNY
Mesican. .. .oooeeen. e et eies s es e 7,932 59,4 G,UTe 2 -] 4,850 1=t
Puerto REicun,.... et [P e . 1,823 13.8 838 .7 RV ¢ 148
Cuban....... . PN P e 831 L3 ala .3 17 X}
central or South Americuan............co.000 1,002 7.7 PN il Sl 8.4
Uther Spanish........... e e .. 1,635 12.3 807 1.2 Ko LS

Table 2. Metropolitan-Nonmetropolitan Residence of All Families and Spanish-Origin Families,

by Type of Spanish Origin: March 1980

iNumbers in thousands)

Spanish-urigin ramllies Fawilies
Area nut ot
\ Total Puerto Ot faey Spunish
tumilies Total Mexican Kloun cuban Spunlssh’ origin?
NUMBER
United Stgtes..ooeeeeens. e 54,46 3, 106 1,78% Gl Jad Ll EERENT
Mt FOPOLI LRI UPOUS e aeoenesnonarerans 39,044 2,587 1,414 435 R S A
In centrul cltles. . oeeeeeercconens 15,500 1,645 775 340 el Jul la,uli
outside centrul cltles, oo eecens 23,542 1,092 2 41 13w K Sy wul
Nonmetropulityn Ureds. . coeeseesanens . 19,357 “12 37 S 4 Lo Lz, Hhy
PEECENT UISTHIBUTION
United SEAtES . eeenenncacscoesn loo,d 10,0 JUIURT] ow. 0 JILERY JULRT FUEN]
Metropolltull Urudse.ceceesosesasss bL, 8 43,5 4.3 EEN] 7 Bl uh M
In central cities..ovoeereornocases uLY 48,2 4304 G T 39,5 [RTY] 5.3
(utside central cltles.ieeeeenecoene TV 35,¢ 35.8 1y.,4 S7.Y b, L G
Nonmetropolitan areus. oo eeeeceecoes 33.4 i, 5 2T 5.9 3.3 7.8 34l
ilgeludes families with householder of Central or South American and other gpunish erigin.
Ylpcludes tumilies with householder who did not know or did not report ou origin.
Table 3. Total and Spanish-Origin Population, by Age and Type of Spanish Origin: March 1980
Spanish whgin
Agu Central or Nt et
Total Puerty Suuth her Spanish
populaticn Total Mexican Fican Cubsan Americun Spunish uriglnl
ALl BgesS.coveerennns thousands, . 218,100 13,244 7,938 1,823 831 1,022 1,635 NI 51
Percent, ...ooovveenns e 100.0 100.0 100.0 oo, o 0o, 0 oo, g 1o, & 1im, g
Under 5 FeRES....ceveneoces 7.3 2.9 13.9 13.5 7.2 10,6 13.1 oY
9 to 9 vears....... [P 7.4 11.3 1.9 a1 7T ER 10,6 7.l
10 to 17 vears.......... 13.7 7.0 17.40 14,7 Lo, o 13,4 1.1 13.n
18 ¢t 20 YOeBPS...veeeencassoes 5.7 6.5 (] B, 5.0 L, u.3 Sk
21 to Q4 YEBIS.....eieceecrsaes 7.d 7.7 B4 J.u 2.4 e 2.3 7.2
D5 t0 34 VURIS.....ie0eenceceee 16,2 16,5 7.4 17.b 11.1 18.3 1u.4 1.1
35 Lo 4% VCRIS....eeieocrecnene 1.6 1.1 1o.u 1.8 1u.8 14,4 iL.3 11,7
45 L0 U YERIS...eeeceo0ccseccns 1004 7.9 7.2 7.1 4.1 8.7 H.b 14,95
55 to BG VEBIS.eeesececsrervans 9.6 4.8 a.1 4.5 Tt 5.1 (2 E]
65 yedrs And UVET.ceeeeeacenroe 10,9 4.2 3.7 2.7 Y.7 3,2 B,y 11.3
18%vears and OVET.eeeeereernans 71.6 58.8 57.b 55,7 70,2 b, 57.8 72,4
21 vears 8nd OVET.eeeecsccesccs 65.9 2.0 50,7 a9, 6 ZE I LS9 51.4 bt Y
MediBN., . ceeerecevorssss  YERIS,, 30.1 22,1 21,6 20,7 33.5 d5.1 O | > 30,7

1Includes persons who did not know or did not report on origin,
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Table 4. Employment Status and Major Occupation Group of the Total and Spanish-Origin
Population 16 Years Old and Over, by Type of Spanish Origin: March 1980

Spanish origin
g 3 . - Not ot
tiplovment stutas und occu 1
¥y Ve ttu d ocdupation Total Puerto Other Spunish
populution . Total Mexicuan Kican Cuban Spanish? origin®
v e
Lt yeurs old and v
e thousunds, | 1o, 265 8,305 4,886 1,088 bl 1,712 155,900
In eiviliun Labor ferce..thousunds.. 103,339 5,310 3,00 S0 P 1,06l ug, o
Putient unemploved..oooooooo, b.ob 8.9 9.4 11.7 5.0 .3 [SI]
Empleced. . ovveeoonn thousands. . 6,524 4,838 2,958 a94 4l EED 91,6845
Poercent oo oo Crhee e .. 100, tou, v 0.0 10,0 10, g o O oo, o
Protessional, techwical, und kindred
. WOTKETS......eenieooo.s P e 16.4 8.5 6.3 8.9 12.4 13.1 16.8
Managers und administracors, except
fart. . ... PR P 11.2 6.6 &1 3.7 9.0 j=Jes 11.4
Sales WOLherS ., cuusvecrnsascananenss 6.2 3.8 3.1 3.4 5.9 5.3 (2P
Ctertcul und kindred workers......... 8.8 6.1 15.7 149.1 (VIR 1o, 8 18.9
Cruft und kindred sorkers....... P 2.8 14.0 4.9 10,4 2.4 13,0 L7
Uperntives, inclading transport...... 14,2 23.7 ‘3.7 29.8 8.4 R 13.7
Luborers, escluding farm....... [ GG 7.9 9.3 5.0 bl Ers . 4.3
Furmers dind Purs malugers. ..., eeen 1.5 0,3 0.2 - w2 0,7 1.9
purs Luborers and supervisors....o.... 1.0 3.0 4.4 1.1 - 1.0 (IR
Service WOThOES . sieeenocosoacvosnses 13.5 ib. 2 1.3 18,6 11.3 b, b 13.4
- Represents cero or rounds to zero,
lipeludes Centrul or South American and other Spanish origin. .
“Includes persons who did not know or did net report on origin,
Table 5. Income in 1979 of All Families and Spanish-Origin Families: March 1980

Spunish-oriygin tumilies Families

Camily SR net of
Fuamily incoic Total Puerto Other Spunist
families Total Mexican Kicun Cubun Spunish‘ srigin?

Totul families......thousands,. 58,420 3,100 1,785 4ul 243 b1l 94,300
Percent i iieeeenveonnocoes 100.0 100.0 100,40 1o, u 100, 0 JUEIEIRE] JRLIINI]

Lews than "0, 00 . e iie e 7.0 2.2 19,4 2305 1o, [T
¥ ' b5 9.8 8.7 18.3 8.3 B3
7.1 9.7 v.4 8.7 = .Y

15.6 14.8 Q0.1 17.8 20,7 15,4

15.0 1.4 17,4 10.3 . 14,3 14,9

SlU, 000 to 1é4.4 12.3 13,7 8.1 L. 1.2 14,5
2%, 000 or 34,0 20,7 9.8 13.3 9.8 5.8 35.3
Moedlun TUCCme s o su et ensooccesosancoas F19,661 14,569 $15,171 349,855 $17,534 19,470 F19,9h5

I peludes Funilies with householder of Centrul or South American und other Spanish origin.
ipcludes fwailies with hougsehulder who did not know or did not report on origin.
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